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Before the 2007 Fellow cohort 

assembled for orientation, upgrades 

to the recruitment strategy for 

the 2008 cohort were already 

underway. Our strategic goals are 

simple: to heighten MƒA’s visibility 

and publicize its opportunities to 

a wider audience through more 

presentations at career fairs and 

college visits without compromising 

the high quality of our applicant 

pool. These goals are embodied in 

our current campaign, Does Math 

Make Your Heart Beat Faster?  

To achieve these goals, the MƒA  

team and consultants have 

developed an advertising and 

marketing campaign to resonate 

with potential applicants and 

their influencers. Current Fellows, 

participating in a focus group, 

were instrumental in redesigning 

recruitment materials. Among other 

things, the exercise demonstrated 

that our Fellows not only know and 

love math but have a robust sense of 

humor and a keen interest in playing 

games and solving puzzles. We have 

incorporated these characteristics 

in printed materials, email blasting, 

online and print advertisements,  

and our revamped website.

As always, attending career fairs 

and hosting information sessions 

were essential components of our 

recruitment efforts. Shawn Rene 

Graham, Program Associate, and 

Devon Harrison, Program Assistant, 

spent several weeks this fall traveling 

to dozens of college and university 

campuses around the country to 

spread the word about MƒA, while 

Fellows actively participated in  

New York City information sessions.  

Thanks to the efforts of many people, 

our outreach endeavors have been 

increasingly successful and we 

eagerly anticipate welcoming the 

next stellar cohort of MƒA Fellows  

in June 2008. 

Currently, MƒA has 157 Fellows and 

Master Teachers in its program with 118 

teaching in 56 of New york City’s public 

secondary schools. This contingent 

continues to grow with the orientation  

of an additional 39 Fellows during the 

first meeting for the 2007 cohort on  

June 2, 2007. Jim Simons, MƒA Founder, 

and Irwin Kra, Executive Director, both 

gave welcoming remarks and marveled 

at the opportunities associated with 

being part of a community of those who 

know and love math. 

This orientation session is the first of 

numerous professional development 

opportunities that build camaraderie, 

create mutual support and promote 

continuous learning. The day’s activities 

were led by Shawn Rene Graham,  

Program Associate, launching the new 

fellows into an intensive first year of  
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pre-service training. The orientation 

outlined program expectations and goals 

while a panel of current Fellows reflected 

on their experiences in the classroom, new 

techniques to boost student achievement 

and the significance of being part of a 

corps of math teachers. Jonathan Schweig, 

Program Director, said, “Part of being a 

Fellow is to think of ourselves as a group, 

not just 39 individuals.” 

The 2007 cohort will spend the next year 

working on their master’s degrees at 

MƒA’s partner institutions: Bard College; 

Teacher’s College; Columbia University; 

and New York University, before 

entering the classroom in September 

2008. Jon added, “Of all the things we 

do in our programming, our primary 

objective is to build a strong network and 

this needs to happen from day one.” 

While the new 2007 Fellows prepared for 

their first year with Math for America, and 

the Master Teachers returned to their 

classrooms, the 2006 cohort was busy 

getting ready for the first day of school. 

Another workshop, organized by Jon 

Schweig and Shawn Rene Graham, 

helped prepare 37 new Fellows for their 

first day in the classroom. 

The two-day workshop centered on 

building relationships and networking 

for the Fellows, as well as planning and 

preparation for the upcoming school 

year. Master Teachers and experienced 

Fellows shared a variety of insights.  

“At this point, the Fellows have jobs and 

know what they’re teaching. We want 
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to provide them with an opportunity 

to put theory into action,” explained 

Jon Schweig. Besides lesson planning, 
WhereWeArepresenters discussed student and teacher 

expectations, classroom routines and 

other class management.  

Jim Simons, Fellow Janet Ibeka, Irwin Kra, and Kelly Gaddis, Bard College attend the MƒA  
dinner, A Celebration of Teaching at the American Museum of Natural History in New York City.

Fellows David Walters, and Tim Miller with friends at the MƒA dinner.

Fellows Angela Palmer and Megan Gibson with friends.




